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"Do all things in Love"
1 Corinthians 16 :14
At Ide Hill Church of England Primary school, we seek the 'abundant life' that Jesus promised (John 10:10) - pupils and staff flourish. From the tiny Saplings in Reception to the mighty Oaks of Year 6, children are nurtured through the learning and experiencing of respect, responsibility and love - and the greatest of these is love (1 Corinthians 13:13).
"Do all things in Love"
At Ide Hill Church of England Primary School, we recognise and value the contribution that home learning can make to children’s personal, emotional, social and academic development. We recognise the importance of the role of the parent as a child’s first educator and the positive impact that working as a team around the child can have on enabling children to develop in all areas of their learning. A working partnership between school and home enhances the educational development of children and so helps to raise the child’s spiritual, moral, social, academic attainment , a positive wellbeing and to develop a growth mindset. It is our aim that, by providing opportunities for children to really engage in and love their learning, they will develop a positive wellbeing, attitude to learning and flourish as the result of a congenial environment. 
This policy sets out the aims and benefits of home learning and also outlines the responsibilities for ensuring successful home learning opportunities. This policy was originally created following a period of parent and pupil consultation and written by the Headteacher in consultation with all staff. The policy has been updated in consultation with staff. 
AIMS
We believe that home learning should:
· promote love and respect for learning 
· positively impact children’s emotional, social and academic development
· offer opportunities for skills to be developed across the curriculum
· foster essential life skills including developing independence, a sense of responsibility and time management 

· be manageable for both children and teachers
· help children in all classes to prepare for the next phase of their education  

· reflect a range of learning styles

BENEFITS: 

We believe that home learning will benefit children by:

· providing opportunities for children to consolidate or extend key learning skills

· extending learning in a context unlike that of the classroom
· providing opportunities for learning outside of school: library, visits to a museum, cooking at home, talking time with family

· Sharing learning developments with their peers and developing a sense of pride.

This Home Learning policy will apply to all classes at Ide Hill CE School and is given for all children as a normal part of school life. All pupils have the right to equality of access to the curriculum.  All teachers, pupils and families are expected to follow the key principles set out in this policy. Home Learning expectations will change as children grow and move between Early Years and Key Stage 1 and throughout Key Stage 2.  We believe that other extra- curricular activities are equally as important, such as music and sport and that it is the responsibility of parents and children to make adequate time for all activities to be completed to a satisfactory standard. 
Teachers should be sensitive to the home circumstances of children. If necessary, appropriate resources may be provided to enable home learning to be completed. We will ensure that tasks are appropriately open to enable all children to contribute in a positive way and significantly able pupils to demonstrate depth of research, presentation and study skills. 
RESPONSIBILITIES
Teachers will :

· plan home learning activities in advance, as part of the topic, to consolidate and extend learning in class

· Set home learning in an easily followed routine. 

· Provide a clear explanation of the activities to the children. 

· Provide guidelines for acceptable presentation and quality of home learning.

· Provide time for children to celebrate their home learning and give immediate verbal feedback. 

· Provide a weekly time to carry out key skills tests and give feedback. 
Parents: 

We believe that the support of parents and carers is essential for children to make the most of their home learning opportunities. There are many ways in which parents can help their children, for example, by

· Providing an appropriate learning environment for home learning 

· Joining in with games, listening to children read and encouraging a love of learning
· Offering positive reinforcement  “ Well done, I really liked the way that you …”

· Supporting their children in keeping a record of books that they have read at home
· Providing opportunities for real life experience; talking, shopping, using money, telling the time, using scales and cooking , letter writing etc. 

· Helping children to develop time management skills. e.g. planning in time to purchase relevant resources together, visits to the library etc. 

· Ensuring that when home learning is returned it is of an acceptable standard
· Allowing children to make mistakes and discussing the mistake as a learning development point. 
Children (Year 1 upwards):
· Children will take responsibility for completing activities within the specified time

· Approach tasks with a positive attitude
· Take responsibility for asking their teacher for help if they do not understand
· Take responsibility for keeping their home learning journal safe, bringing it to school when asked and replacing it if lost. 
· Take responsibility for following the  presentation rules: 

· Home learning to be completed in pencil only (handwriting pen if children have achieved a pen licence. No biro or gel pens)
· Maths should be completed in pencil
· Rulers should be used for underlining and drawing lines
· Pictures / diagrams to be drawn in pencil only
· Letters should be joined if children are able and always neatly presented. 
HOME LEARNING JOURNALS

Children will be provided with a Journal to record all their Home Learning achievements. These will be issued at the start of every year.  The journal is a very important way for your child to communicate about the learning which is taking place at home: e.g. for reading achievements or to notify the teacher that the child has completed a reading book, photos of home learning tasks, completed writing tasks etc. Home learning tasks will be glued into children's journals.
TYPES OF LEARNING ACTIVITIES:

Key Skills:
Children’s learning is underpinned by essential key skills – maths, reading, GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling). In order for these skills to be consolidated, refined and perfected, children will be given a Key Skills activity each week, on a rolling programme, which will run alongside daily reading. 

It is an expectation that children read aloud with an adult every day for at least 10 minutes a day from Reception to year 6. Reading encompasses not only the decoding of a text but also discussion of the text to ensure that comprehension skills are developed and also to develop a love of reading – this is our ultimate goal.
Children may also be set other activities based on other subjects and units of work such as PSHE or wider curriculum subjects. 
Time Expectations: 
This home learning policy has been designed to increase children’s time management skills. It is therefore not possible to stipulate the amount of time that children must dedicate to home learning each night or across the week. Instead, we encourage parents to set sensible milestones with children to ensure that home learning is completed before the daily / weekly/ longer task deadline set by school, and handed in on time. It is an expectation that children spend a suitable amount of time on their home learning to meet the class teacher’s expectations and responsibilities as set out above, especially with regards to presentation. Should your child not be completing their home learning within a reasonable time, please do come and speak with their class teacher.
School Expectations: 
It is the expectation that home learning is completed. Not only because it benefits the children’s learning and progress but also because of the time it takes for teachers to prepare and mark. 

Should home learning not be completed, your child will be reminded verbally. If home learning or reading continues to not be completed on multiple occasions we shall speak with parents to see what support could be put in place such as attending our homework club. 
Home Learning Progression: 

	
	Daily
	Weekly
	Longer tasks

	Reception
	Reading

It is encouraged that your child reads for at least 10 minutes per day.


	*Phonics

*Tricky Words
	There may be occasions where other pieces of work are set such as exploring a topic or investigating a theme.

	Year 1
	
	* 1 piece of either Maths or Sight words
	

	Year 2
	
	* 1 piece of either Maths/English/Wider curriculum subject on rotation 

*Spellings
	

	Year 3
	
	* 1 piece of either Maths/English/Wider curriculum

*Spellings
	

	Year 4
	
	* 1 piece of either Maths/English/Wider curriculum

*Spellings
*Timestable RockStars
	

	Year 5
	
	* 1-2 pieces of either Maths/English/Wider curriculum

*Spellings
	

	Year 6
	
	
	

	Further ideas and suggestions for you to continue learning with your child at home can be found on the classes termly learning journals.



